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Just tosay that there were 101 
girls enrolled in the school, dur- 
ing the year just closed, and that 


sixty of the older ones had an 


average aye of seventeen does not 
make you very well acquainted 
with them. Could you see them 
all at the thank offering when 
every one gave some testimony 
of yvratitude and love to their 
Master, you might say that 
their early piety was abnormal. 
Could you see and hear them out 
on the play ground, with some 
of them after the mulberries in 
the top of the trees, you would 
Say that they were very much 
alive. I do not know whether 
you would agree with me When 
{ ring the bell for quiet : or with 
my sister, when she says ‘‘ Let 
them alone, ninety or a hundied 
virls must make a little noise. ” 

If the week before school closed 
you could have heard them draw- 
Ing water at four oclock im the 
Inorning to wash their bed-covers 
aundevery article of clothing they 
own, that they nught vo home ail 
clean, you might judge that they 
ale ccoiming to believe that clean- 


liness is next to godliness. "When 
will their homes show this? The 
second generation is beginning to 
let us hope that the ‘third and 
fourth may perfect the work. 
All but five had unbound feet 


when they arrived. Two of these 


were glad to unbind them upon. 


arrival. Two were not so will- 
ing. They did not intend to let 
their feet wiow to be big 98 
ugly. The fifth, “Even Gold’, , Wa 
nineteen years old. 

She was to be married in the 
twelfth month. Her home is a 
half day’s journey from Tsiong- 
loh, one of our most out-of- the- 
way stations. Her father is an 
earnest Christian. Her mother 
has not yet learned to appreciate 
“that foreign teaching ”, so when 
we stopped. at their home last 
winter, her mother could see. no 
reason why she should consent 
to unbinding her feet and going 
to school for a few months. She 
is one of the few girls that I 
have asked to come to school. 
I thought one term would mean 
much to her. She came, to my 
surplise. Altho she — cried 
when she had to unbind her feet, 
at the end of three months she 
Was an earnest Christian. had 
united with the church, had read 
the whole of the Gospel of John 
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besides two or three other Chris- 
tian books. She wept far more 
at leaving than she had at un- 
binding her feet on entering. 

She could not express her 
gratitude and appreciation at 
what she had received. 

The older girls prepare the 
food and keep the school rooms, 
dining room and kitchen in or- 
der. The order in the kitchen 
would appear a little disorderly 
at. times, I fear, to one of our 
tidy house wives at home, but 
then she is not cooking for a 
hundred, and the white wood 
dining tables do shine. 

The smallest girls «lo all the 
bed-room work. Every morn- 
ing at eight two girls go over 
the school building and grounds 
to see that every thing is in 
order. 

One day they reported: Two 
garments out of place in No. 8, 
dust on the window sashes of 
No. 9, a bed not folded neatly in 
No. 15, and a drawer on a table 
in No. 17 quite disorderly. The 
delinquent ones very much a- 
shamed left the room to remedy 
these defects. 

“ Receiving Gold ” is twenty- 
two. Her home is five days from 
Shaowu. She gave for her rea- 
sons for coming to school, that 
she was rather old, she would 
soon be thirty and an old 
woman. She said there was no 
suitable man for her to marry in 
her part of the district, so she 
would come to school and live a 
life of singleness and “help the 
Gospel.” Whether or not she is 
permitted to live a life of single- 
ness we know that she will help 


the Gospel. She has always 
been a help to us. 

I have tried to teach the im- 
portance of air. Even with my 
sister’s emphasis, | have not en- 


~tirely suceeded, for just before 


the close of school I found one 
small bed-room with two beds 
and both with dark mosquito 
nets made of linen cloth which 
quite shut all the sun out of the 
room. The frame for the net 
prevented the opening of the 
main window. I suggested to Lien 
Cha, “ Evena Pearl”, whose bed 
was in front of the window, that 
she gointo a larger room where 
her béd could be against a middle 
wall and not interfere with the 
window. She hada guilty con- 
science evidently, for when I 
asked her why she thought I 
was making the change she said 
because she had sinned against 
God and man by quarrelling with 
her room-mate, who had lost a 
small rope and said that the room 
must produce spirits who stole 
things. 

“Beautiful Phoenix” who took 
care of her little five-year-old 


orphan brother last year, began 


the year in 1908 giving some- 
thing of what she has gotten in 
the school the years before. Past- 
or “Sweet.” had called earnestly 
for a Bibie teacher for Na-keu and 
he was already getting old and 
had seen no work done among 
the women in his great parish, so 
“Beautiful Phoenix” went. She is 
twenty-two and having no home 
can live in the family and work, 
and there is no one else. 


As she lingered with “Beautiful 


Spring” and “Golden Cloud” on 
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the play grounds telling what she 
longed to do and what would be 
hard, I know how she-felt. Why 
did a great Jump come in my 
throat? Was it because my little 
girls are growing up, or was it 
joy that they were longing to say, 

“| came to minister, not to he 
ministered unto ?” 

Highest words of praise have 
already come from Phoenix's 
work. She has a class of women 
and another of children and her 
quiet influence is being felt. 
Programs are already out for a 
Bible Conference to be held there 
in September. Thus the “glad 
news ” spreads. 

I cannot tell you how grateful 
we all are for our new school 
building, the only regret is now 
that it will not hold two hundred 
mstead of one hundred. Every 
ene praises it and the grounds 
grow more beautiful day by day. 
Thirty different varieties of trees 
are growing and in one corner 
we have a real little grove. 

Words cannot tell the joy | 
have in the three girls ‘who 
teach in the school. I find my- 


self asking over and over again 


why are all of the older girls SO 


earnest, so helpful, so Christian ¢ 


Miss Funk says it cannot be 
etherwise so long as there is such 


# spirit‘of prayer in the school. 


May God make us worthy of the 
work He has intrusted to us. 


Bible Women and Station Classes. 


When at home in America 
two years ago a friend said that 
she couldn’t do very much, but 
that she worked a little night 
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andday. Shedid what she could 
herself by day and at night as 
she went to her rest, her substi- 
tute, a Bible woman in China 
was just beginning her day’s 
work. She paid the Bible wo- 
man’s meager salary of $20 a 
year, she knew her by name and 
enjoyed praying for her and her 
work. It brought China verv 
near and inade the whole world 
smaller. 

As we go about visiting these 
Bible women and their station 
classes trying to pass on a little 
of the encouragement which we 
vet from our larger opportunities, 
I choose the ones that I would 
like to have for mv substitutes 
and the number reaches almost 
to the twenties. I would like to 
have Mrs. Ho at Li-sen, five days 
journey from Shaowu. Timid, 
unassuming, quiet, when she 


- went with lier husband , a preach- 


er, to this new work, their first 
charge, of course it was a little 
hard. Some think a_ pastor's 
wife at home has a difficult place, 
but in many ways in China it is 
even harder. Here no preacher's 
home is his own. When _ the 
churches are two or three days 
away the people are not able to 
come every Sunday and when 
they do come, of course they ex- 
pect to stay a day or two. In 
our country places it is very 
common for the preacher’s fami- 
ly to have twenty extra ones for 
Sunday dinner. Thus far many 
of our Bible women ‘are preach- — 
ers’ wives and they are given to 
hospitality. 

Besides entertaining and teach- 
ing her little Bible class and 
those who come occasionally to 


her home whieh is in the chapel, 
she makes calls on those who 
have expressed some interest in 
the Gospel. ‘As she becomes 
known the number of homes to 
which she is welcome, increase 
day by day. 

I would like to have Mrs. 
Uong of Kien-nien, much more 
active and progressive but fort- 
unately very tactful. It did our 
hearts at the Bible confer- 
ence to. see over a hundred wo- 
men gathered together to hear 
about and plan for the Kingdom 
of Jesus Christ. It made-us a- 
shamed to see how soon these 
women began to vive the little 
they had received. Surely they 
are our teachers. In humility 
may we be willing to learn from 
them. As we look at Mrs. Uong 
and the women whom she has 


won, we cannot help repeating 


“Give and it shall be given unto 
you, good measure, pressed down 
and shaken together and running 
over” 

I would like to have Su but I 
wouldn't like to be her. She was 
betrothed when a baby to a 
“ne’er-do-well”, but in whom I 
still have hopes. I believe her 
patience and her pravers must 
be rewarded. Only permitted to 
study one year in the girls’ board- 
ing school. At the age > of eighteen 
after her marriage she studied at 
home with the help of her bro- 
ther-in-law. When there is need 
she comes into the boarding 
school and teaches the little ones, 
andl when we can spare her, she 
gladly takes up the work of Bible 
woman in an out-station. This 


year she has opened and taught — 


a new day school for children in 


tions and Anna Is one. 
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addition to her work for the wo- 
men. 

And what shall [ more say ? 
for the titre would fail me to tell 
of Golden Love, Fragrant Lily, 


Mrs. Yellow, Mrs. Bear, Mrs. 


Plum, Mrs. Diong, Beautiful Gem. 
Lead-a-Little- Brother, Pearl-of- 
the Doctrine, Golden Pearl and 
her mother and the others whe 
thru faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained 
promises, out of weakness were 
made strong, waxed valiant In 
fight and are turning te 
flight the army of the Evil one in 
the Shaowu field. “How won-, 
derful are thy works, O God” 
tejoice in the Lord always and 
again L say, Rejoice. 


Bible Conference. 


School closed June Ist and we 
have just returned from a Bible 
conference for the women at Tie- 
Lo-Fung. This was, perhaps, as 


good a conference as any that we » 


have held, twelve of the older 
school girls, giving short  ad- 
dresses or leading ineetings. 

You would have been interested 
to have seen and heard Anna. 
You could hardly have seen her 
until [ took her by the arm and 
drew her from behind the pulpit, 
as she is barely eight years old 
and small for one of her age. 
Altho it is the school custom 
not to receive any one under 
twelve, there are a few excep- 
Her fa- 
ther had just taken charge of a 
church in a comparatively new 
tield, where there was then no 
day school. J consented to take 
Anna hoping that she might ip 
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tine become a help in her fa- 
ther’s work, because her mother 
in her own words was “ pitiable 
in the extreme, because the moth- 
er of no sons, but three daught 
ers, deaf and stupid and unable 
t» read.” 

Out of courtesy we had in- 
-yited Anna’s mother, Mrs. Siao, 
to lead a meeting at this confer- 
ence. Her home was in a neigh- 
boring town, and I thought that 
it might encourage her. Han- 
nah, the six-year-old, was ill and 
her mother was kept at home, 
so Anna came with her tather 
prepared to fill her place. This 
is in accordance with Chinese 
eustom. If a man cannot attend 
a feast, his four-year-old son is 
entitled to take his place. 

No one of the two hundred 
present could say that she could 
not hear as she announced the 
hymns and read a chapter from 
the Bible in her clear childish 
voice. After she read, she went 
on to explain, giving very help- 
ful thoughts. A few weeks be- 
fore when her father was called 
away from home, she filled the 
pulpit on Sunday morning. 

“ Pure-and-Beautiful ”, one of 
the older girls, is far more tint 
but she forgot herself in plead- 
ing that the “Jesus way” is not 
getting but .giving and the 
“Jesus man” must be known al- 
ways by his service to others. 

After the morning sessions to 
clinch the lessons, the con- 
ference was divided into fifteen 
sections and the topics already 
discussed were reviewed by the 
older girls and Bible women. 

In the evenings when the peo- 
ple were all at home from their 
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work, four simultaneous meet- - 
ings were held, where over three 
hundred heard the Gospel. 

Sometimes the rooms given us 
looked more like store-rooms or 
junk shops, than guest-chambers. 
But the one we occupied here 
had walls neatly papered with. 
old magazines. Even President 
King and Prof. St. John smiled 
down upon us and welcomed us 
back to Oberlin. A foreign mos- 
quito net, spotlessly white, was 
hung waiting for us, with turkey 
red curtains at the door and 
covering the chairs. No roomis 
completely furnished withont a 
clock, so two clocks and a num- 
ber of vases of artificial flowers 
made the room attractive, at 
least in the eyes of our Chinese 
friends. 

These conferences mean much 
to the women and girls. Just to 
tell their desires and to sit and 
stroke vour hands and look into 
your face and know that you 
care, helps, and the few words 
you say, they treasure till you 
come again. Is it not the same 
with us ? 

When [ was in college and 
was just attempting something 
hard and had been encouraged 
by the professor who had helped 
me more than any one else to 


really see Jesus Christ, how 


many times did I ‘repeat, “ yes, 
he shook my hand and said, 
“God bless you” and he meant 
it. 


Day Schools. 


Nearly all that I have been able 
to do for the day school work 1s 
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‘to train teachers. When we 
have enough teachers thoroly 
trained we “ae have some good 
day schools. present we 
have a few Sew - achers, but 
in general our day schools might 
be said to be waiting and look- 
ing for light and life, .—real life. 
The one thing that they have in 
abundance is noise. The pupils 
not only continually cry, but 
shout and roar. 

A letter received a few woke 
ago at least shows a willingness 
to teach and be taught. 


Tsiong-shio-hii 
Mar. 20th, 1908. 


Dear Miss Bement. 

How do you One 
month ago I write two letters to 
you. It seems a long time since 
I have not pleasure of seeing 
you. J think you to see this 
letter because I think make a 
teacher ut myself, at this year 
have twelve children in March 
2 begin to read. I don’t know 
what Sir and Miss to master this 
school. It is your Miss [ ask 
you give a great grace to men, 
also give to me-and more than 
others. 

I don’t know whether I may 
or not but 1 may. Please re- 
turn an answer to me. 
Your pupil, 

Kenneth Tsio. 

Out of courtesy he signs him- 
self “ your pupil He has 
studied about two years in the 
boys’ school. His writing is 
very good. You may criticise his 
English. I am afraid that he 
could criticise a letter written in 
Chinese by me. He was in 
doubt whether to ask the Amer- 


Woman's 
Board to provide a teacher for 
the school. 


ican Board or the 


Shaowu Medical Work for Women. 


Dr. Lucy P. Bement. 


During the year my _ sister 
and I together toured 1200 miles, 
much of it on foot. From the 
time we came up to Shaowu in 
the fall until China New Year, 
I had visited and dispensed medi- 
cine in. forty-one villages and 
six walled cities, besides ‘Shaowu, 
varying in distance from just 


across the river, about half an 


hour’s walk to a huncred miles. 
Just after my return from a long 
trip during the China New Year, 
1 received instruction from the 
Board at home to discontinue 
long country trips and save my 
strength for the work in and a- 
round Shaowu. 

Most of these places have been 
visited at the earnest request of 
some Christian or a number of 
Christians who had sick ones in 
their families they wanted me 
to see. No village or city has 
been visited and medicine dis- 
pensed without some Gospel 
message being left with it. Does 
it not seem inexpressibly sad 
that this work must in a large 
measure cease unless some one 
comes to share in the work ? 
From every direction the ery for 
help comes,—for fever racked 
bodies, for eyes that are fast los- 
ing the power of sight, for limbs 
that are no longer able to support 
the tired forms, for the victims 
of the great “ white plague ”, 
for little children suffering tor- 
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surround us. 


floor. And when we 
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tures from inherited diseases or 
as the result of ignorance and 
neglect, for mothers in their 
hour of greatest need absolutely 
no trained Chinese physician to 
help them, and for all the other 
ills that flesh is heir to. 

Of course on these long tours 
we eat and sleep when we can. 
We can always find a table in 
an inn and a crowd of people to 
They like to see 
what the “foreign devils” eat 
and of what the bread and but- 
ter are made. Miss Funk ob- 
jects to too large a crowd gather- 
ing too near our table and cough- 
ing over our food, especially 
if it be a consumptive cough. 
My sister objects to the people 


handling our food with hands. 


covered with itch. But they 
will learn that these are small 
things. 

But we have decided to’ build 
a little hen-coop and yard and 
raise our own chickens. I used 
to think that chickens were tov 
dirty to keep in the house, but 
now more and more every visit 
[ make I think that the houses 
are too dirty for the chickens. 
Nearly every house shelters sev- 
eral families and at least one or 
two victims of tuberculosis. We 
have given not afew talks on 
“spitting on the floor.” When 
we were children at home our 
mother said that she tried to 
teach her children to do one 
thing i.e. wear an apron when 
working and she succeeded some 
times. We have not yet how- 
ever persuaded the entire million 
to refrain from spitting on the 
see the 
chickens run to get the first 


chance at the gerins, we want to 
raise our own chickens. Do 
vou blame us ? 

At one place on our last trip 
1 found one of the sad cases. I 
was taken into a house to see a 
little girl, six years old sitting in 
a bamboo high chair all by her- 
self in a perfectly dark room. 
They told me that the month be- 
fore her feet had begun to swell 
and a Chinese doctor had used 
some very strong Chinese medi- 
cine and both feet had dropped. 
off not quite half Way to the 
knee. And there she sat in the 
dark with just the raw little 


stumps hanging down, no dress- 


ing upon them whatever. 

In some of the villages I saw 
quite a number of patients. In 
iu few rg they were still a- 
fraid of But in the places 
where a “i Christians live, the 
people came out in crowds, and 
one place I remember especially. 
I hatt-been seeing all sorts of 
things and finally one asked me 
if | had any medicine for “ ta-bi- 
tza” or malaria, and when they 
saw me give it out, you should 
have seen the crowd. They sim- 
ply went wild. I really could not 
see the people for the hands 
stretched out for a little of that 
medicine. And when one re- 
members that it is said that 
ninety-nine people out of a hun- 
dred here have malaria some 
time of the year, it does not 
seem strange, dloes it? | 

In the dispensary at Shaowu 
on account of the number of 
people who come and the lack of 
trained workers, the doors are 
opened immediately after break- 
fast. The dispensary Bible wo- 
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man receives the patients and 
while they wait for the examin- 
ing physician, the dispensing 
physician and the only physician. 
She talks to them about the 
‘“ doctrine ” and teaches those 
who make return visits from a 
little book prepared for inquir- 
ers. Often a Gospel service is 
held and one of our personal 
teachers preaches to them. Gos- 
pel songs are sung and simple 
prayers “offered. Not only the 
patients but many passers-by 
are drawn into these meetings. 
In the afternoons when the dis- 
pensary is closed the Bible wo- 
wan follows up in the homes 
the work that has been begun in 
the morning. A large propor- 
tion of the heathen women in 
attendance at our North Gate 
chapel have been introduced 
thru the door of the dispensary. 

At present the dispensary 
boasts of two helpers. 
been with me since 1900, when 
I bought her as a wife for my 
cook. From a common field wo- 
man, who had never done any 
thing but carry wood fifteen 


cows, she has developed into an 
efficient worker. She is now 
not only able to look after or- 
dinary dispensary cases but also 
to be of great assistance in pre- 
paring medicines. 

The second assistant came to 
me after my return from fur- 
lough a year and a half ago. She 
is the widow of our former gar- 
dener, in very straightened cir- 
cumstances, having to support 
herself, her son and his little 
five-year-old wife, bought when 
a baby. She receives ‘the mag- 


One 


miles to market or watch the 


nificient salary of $1.68 a month. 
I hesitated about taking her be- 
cause she was a bound-footed 
woman, but she has proved e- 
qual to the demands made upon 
her. Her duties seem to have 
fallen especially along the lines 
of obstetrical work. She has 
attended all the surgical cases 
with me and in some instances 
she has attended simple cases a- 
lone. This is far and away the 
most important branch of medi- 
cal work for women in China. 

Since coming to us she has 
united with the church and is 
on the Look-out Committee of 
the Woman’s C. E. Society. She 
is much interested in. going out 
to hunt up the delinquent 
members. 

The last two months one of 
the girls from the boarding 
school has come in for an hour 
or two in the morning, beginning 
with rolling handages, making 
change, etc . 

Last but not least, the two 
dispensary babies, the daughters 
of the cook, Mary, five years old, 
and Day Star aged two years. 


They already love to prescribe 


worm pills, quinine and tincture 
of iron, and their favorite games 
all show a strong preference for 
medical science. 

On good days eighty patients 
are a fair attendance, but on 
rainy days of course the attend- 
ance is less. The total number 
of patients for September1907, 
until June 1908 was 10,700. 
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Shaowu Women’s Station Classes. 
"Miss Grace A. Funk. 


I have begun my work in the’ 


station classes for the women in 
a very humble way as every be- 
ginner must. As soon as I 
reached the Shaowu station | 
began attending the weekly 
Christian Endeavor prayer meet- 
ings of these classes in Shaowu 
city that 1 might at once, at 
least, begin to know the women. 
My first attempt to take any 
part in these gatherings was at 
our first Easter meeting when 
Miss Walker suggested that I 
might prepare some questions 
with the help of mv Chinese 
teacher, for use at the meeting. 

Of course after Miss Walker’s 
departure for furlough a year ago, 
her work for the women had to 
be planned for as best we could 
and I was placed in charge of 
the three city station classes, 
Miss Bement taking all the out- 
station classes. Until this spring 
it seemed that I could do nothing 
more than meet them in their 
weekly prayer meetings and see 
that the Bible women attended 
to the wants of the people and 
were in turn cared for. 

I would go to these prayer 
meetings with my little message 
carefully thought out in Chinese 
and when I had just exhausted 
myself and my limited supply of 
Chinese, the women would say. 
“But Miss Funk, if you. would 
only teach us some thing, Miss 
Walker always taught us some- 
thing,” This may not have been 
Very encouraging to me In one 


condition. 
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way, but in another way it was 
extremely so, for it showed 
that our women were so anxious 
to learn that they were willing 
to overlook many deficiencies on 
my part. 

‘This explains why poorly e- 
quipped as I am, I began this 
last spring to try to teach some 
thing. 

I think I want first to tell 
you of the little class at the 
South Gate chapel. This chapel 
is a small rented building on the 
main street leading to the South 
Gate. I call it the city mission. 
For a number of years the work 
there has been in a very feeble 
We have been un- 
able to provide a very enthusias- 
tic preacher, and the attendance 
among the women especially was 
very ‘small. No foreigner was 
in attendance at this chapel, SO 
at the suggestion of Miss Bement 
I becaine a regular attendant at 
the morning service and played 
the organ. Asa result whether 
it be the mere presence of a 
foreigner or the strange sounds 
that I succeed in extracting 
from that wheezy old baby-organ 
or perhaps from both, the attend- 
ance has increased and from two 
or three women, we now have 
regularly at least twelve women 
besides the girls and little ones. 

Our station class here is a 
small one, only four, all raw 
heathen. Three days of the 
week they meet at the home of 
the Bible woman to study and 
have learned to read the Com- 
mandments, the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Creed. “On Monday af- 
ternoon they hold an union 
prayer meeting with the North 
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Gate women, and on Thursday I 
meet with them and several o- 
ther women at their own chapel, 
and the Bible woman and I try 
‘to teach them the simple truths 
of the Gospel. It is the simplest 
form of a catechism class, but 
what wonderful opportunities for 
good may spring from it! Eve- 
ry week they memorize a verse 
of Scripture and are learning a 
few simple hymns. The appeal 
for this work lies in the fact that 
altho it is so small it is for a 
class of people who know no- 
thing of the Bible. 

And the best part of it all is, 
‘that when the missionary left-for 
her summer vacation the work 
did not stop. Two of our Board- 
ing school girls, Graceful Willow, 
and Golden Phoenix whose homes 
are at the South Gate, volunta- 
rily offered their services for this 
Thursday afternoon class, and 
they also have organized a Sun- 
day School on Sunday after- 
noons. This was entirely at 
their own suggestion. It gives 
us great joy not only to feel that 
the “hungry are being fed” but 
also to feel that these girls are 
learning the meaning of the 
words “freely ye have received, 
freely give.” 

At China New Year at the 
North Gate the station class 
there began to work with a 
membership of ten. Several of 
these women were studying the 
Old Testament and most of 
them were either Christians or 
inquirers, with one or two new 
ones. The women in this class 
study the two books prepared for 
beginners and the Old and New 
Trestament. The Gospel of John 


is generally the first book of the 
Bible studied. I suggested toa 
few who were beginning to read 
the Old Testament that we 
might organize a weekly class 
to study the meaning as well as 
the Chinese character, which is 
about all that the class gets from 
the Bible Woman. Others ex- 
pressed a desire to come in, quite 
a few of the school girls also at- 
tended so that now we have a 
Friday afternoon class. in Gene- 


sis with an attendance of about 


forty. It has been of great ben- 
efit, especially to the teacher of 
the class. We find that having 
the women and the girls together 
in one class seems to be mutual- 
ly helpful, as they seem each to 
spur the others on to greater 
ambition in answering or explain- 
ing questions. 

This might not be true except 
for the fact that we have at the 
North Gate an exceptionally 
bright Bible woman. Her name 
is Mrs. Gan or in English we 
would call her Mrs. Sweet. Her 
husband died just after complet- 
ing his course in the Theological 
school leaving her with four 
small children. Her oldest son 
is now 2 student in Foochow Col- 
lege and the others are in our 
boarding schools in Shaowu. The 
whole family are remarkablv 
bright and we are expecting 
much from this second generat- 
ion. Mrs. Gan not only teaches 
this class of women but also has 
a small day school for children 
of twelve years and more. She 
lives in the girls’ school com- 
pound watches the gate and re 
ceives all callers who come to see 
the girls. She is a most invalu- 
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able worker and we would not 
‘know what to do without her. 


She is a wonderful example of 
what these Chinese women are 


capable of doing, yet she has 
never had the training of a board- 


ing school or a regular Woman's 
Bible school. 3 

I would like to tell you too, 
how glad and willing these North 
Gate women have been to assist 
in the visitation work of our 
section of the city. The wife of 
vne of our teachers has gone out 
regularly this past year two af- 
ternoons in the week. one with 
me, and one afternoon with the 
dispensary Bible woman. For 
this work she has not received a 
cent of pay and neither has she 
expected it. 

The East Gate class has not 
been as large this year as in 
times past, doubtless due to the 
absence of Miss Walker, but 
there have been five or six wo- 
men studying there. Mrs. T’sau, 
the Bible woman, is growing old 
but she is still able to do good 


and faithful service. She learned | 
' to read when quite young, in the 


days when it was most uncom- 
mon for girls to study. So she 
is one of the pioneers of educa- 


‘tion for women in our section of 


the country. Whocould foresee 


when this young girl years ago 


in a heathen ay was learning 
to read, that she would guide 


‘many and many a Chinese. wo- 


man in the path of knowledge to 
the Light of Life. Her son is 
one of our preachers. 

The women have been study- 
ing Matthew this spring and are 
committing to memory the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. They too 


are anxious and willing to help 
in the visitation work around 
the East Gate. The village for 
the blind is in their territory 
and we often go there to visit 
and hold prayer meetings and 
they are planning for more vil- 
lage work this tall. 

In spite of secluded lives that 
many of these women have lead 
they seem to be by nature ev- 
angelistic and we. rejoice that 
they are so willing to give of 
their time, their money and their 
prayers that the daughters of 
sorrow in their own land may 
know the love of Jesus. 


Shaowu Day Schools. 
Miss Grace A. Funk. 


The day schools in my charge 
are all in far away stations so 
that it is impossible to visit them 
often. I have sueceeded howev- 


er in visiting each of the four 


places where these schools are 
held, altho they are in widely 
different parts of the field. 

You have heard before that 
our day schools are not what we 
would like them to be, but we 
are thankful that they are as 
good as they are, considering the 
small amount of time that we 
are able to give them. 

At Uang-tai, in the extreme 
south of our field, we have per- 
haps our best school, due to the 
fact that we are fortunate in se- 
cursng the services of a good 
teacher. There are between 
twenty and thirty pupils in the 
school, and a gentleman from the 
Methodist mission who has a wide 
knowledge of schools in North 
as well as South China, says that 
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it is the best day school he has 
seen in China. Thanks to Miss 
Bement’s friends in Castile, N. 
Y. we also have a good home in a 
chapel for our school. And best 
of all the outlook for the future 
is encouraging. 

Coming a little farther up the 
river to Iong-keu we find our 
largest day school of over thirty 
pupils. This school is ambitions, 
at least, for it includes in its 
‘eurriculum the study of English. 
Of course the teacher is Chinese, 


and has never had the full Eng-. 


lish course, but he finds this a 
great drawing card for his school 
which is partially supported by 
the Chinese as is also the school 
at Uang-tal. 

- The school at Kuang-sa is a 
typical Chinese school. I wish 
you might have seen me examin- 
ing it one day last spring. Each 
child was anxious to display his 
lately acquired knowledge, and 
presented his or her dirty, dog- 


eared book and rattled off the — 


characters so fast in their fun- 
ny local brogue that I could 
scarcely keep up with them or 
understand when I could keep 
pace. | | 
Away over at Kien-nien is an- 
other school of almost thirty. 
The school was closed for vaca- 
tion when [ was there last spring 
but they have sent to our board- 
ing school several good samples 
of the work there, and the rest 
We have to take largely on trust. 
If only some of those many 
candidates for superintendent ot 
public instruction who are look- 
ing for positions at home, would 


try their skill out here, they 


would find wide scope for their 


labors and also fulfill one of the 
masters last commands “ Feed 
my lambs.” 


Shaowu Sunday Schools. 


Miss Grace A. Funk. 


The beginning of the year 
1908, has seen a decided awaken- 
ing along the lines of Sunday- 
school work in and around Shao- 
Wu. 

We have organized at the 


North Gate a Sunday School of 


about two hundred members. 
Miss Bement is the superinten- 
dent. Four of these classes are 
for heathen women and they are 
taught by the Bible woman and 
some of the other girls from the 
school. We have also classes for 
men and boys and for the little 
ones as well as the classes for 
the school girls. So we feel that 
we have made quite a start in 
the right direction. | 
Besides this school beginnings 
of Sunday Schools are being made 
this summer in various parts of 
the field by the school girls whe 
are at home for the summer va- 
cation. 
There has long been at the 
East Gate of Shaowu a Kinder- 
garten Sunday School for heath- 
en as well as Christian children. 


During the absence of Miss 


Walker there has been no one 
to carry on the work except in 
the summers when it has been 
kept up by the school girls. This 
year the number of such schools 
has considerably increased. As the 
older girls leave the school and 
scatter to their respective homes 
we can hope for much along this 
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line and the problem of how to 
organize and carry such 
schools will be greatly simpli- 
fied. 

Personal Teachers. 


An account of Shaown work 
would be very incomplete if we 
did not say a word or two about 
our personal teachers. 

Of course the first work of 
these men is to teach the lan- 
guage to the foreigners but in 
reality each acts not only as 
teacher, but as private secretary 
or “ general fuctotum ” 

Mr. Tung, who has been the 
personal teacher of Dr. and Miss 
Bement almost ever since they 
have been in China, has proven 
an indispensable aid along all 
lines of our work. He not only 
teaches the Bements—when they 
find time to study—but he also 
teaches in the Girls’ School, does 
all the buying for the school, 
looks after repairs in the absence 
of the missionaries, helps us build 
our houses, writes our letters. 
buys our lana, and fills the pulpit 
every Sunday morning at the 
North Gate chapel. He has de- 
veloped in nine years from an 
unbelieving, ambitionless “ hang- 
er-on” at the Yamen into an 
earnest, faithful efticient 
worker in the Master's kingdom 
and is one of those who make 
the efforts of the missionary 
seem well worth while. 

Mr. Li, who is my own person- 
al teacher is more diffident in 
his manner and lacks some of 
the “ push” which now charac- 
terizes Mr. Tung. He is an earn- 
est Christian and has been a 
teacher in our day schools. Of 


well as by preaching. 
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course the greater part of his 
time has been given to me per- 
sonally but he shows great will- 
ingness not only to teach but to 
help in the supervision of build- 
ing and also for all lines of 
evangelistic work. He preaches 
occasionally in the dispensary or 
in the church. This sunmer be 
remained in Shaowu and keeps 
our North Gate chapel open ev- 
ery day, talking with the men 

who wander in and giving out 

the Gospel message to then by 

hymns and the printed page as” 
One day 

of every week he goes out with 

the South Gate preacher for vil- 

lage work. 

“These are a few of the w ays in 
which these men give themselves 
not only tous but to the cause of 
Christ in the Shaown tield. We 
give thanks for such faithful 
helpers. 


THk: FoocHoow MESSENGER. 


The Foochow Messenger is. a 
(uarterly Journal devoted to the 
anterests of mission work of the 
American Board of Comimission- 
ers for Foreign Missions, prinei- 
pally in the Futien Province. 
Subseription, tneluding postage :— 

In China, 30¢ per annum,silver. 
Foreign, 0c per annum, gold. 
Stamps will be received when 
other means of payment are not 
convenient. 

Address all communications, to 


-- the Editor: H. T. Whitney, M. D., 


Ing-hok, via Foochow, China. 


COLLABORATORS: 
Dr. Kate C. Woodhull, 
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Rev. Lewis Hodous, 
Miss Grace A. Funk. 
Miss Harriet L. Osborne. 
Editorial. 


Our April issue, being the 
Annual Number, was somewhat 
later than the other issues. But 
its subject matter is timely 
and interesting and suitable for 
use during any part of the year. 


The Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association has begun work 
in Foochow in the person of 
Miss Ethel Dobbins who has 
been sent out as the first secre- 
tary to this province. 


The Young Men’s Christian 
Association has rented in a more 
central place, and day and night 
classes have been organized. 

At the spring conference, the 
seven Associations of this prov- 
ince sent thirty delegates. As 
a result fifty men in the Foo- 
chow College and sixty men in 
the Anglo-Chinese College are 
in the Association Bible Classes. 
They have about 500 in all in 
their Bible study classes in this 
province. Thru the Association 
and Mr. John R. Mott, Mr. 
Henry, N. Lacy, has been secured 
to teach English in the Provincial 
University in Foochow. Mr. La- 
cy is the son of Rev. W. H. Lacy, 
who came to Foochow, as mis- 
slonary, when Mr. Lacy was a 
“babe in arms”. The son now 
returns with the weapons of a 
Christian education, to occupy 


one of the most important posi- 


tions in the gift of the govern- 
ment, where we trust he will be 


able to influence many young 


men for good. 


The North Fukien Tract So- 
ciety as representing all the Prot- 
estant missions in North Fu- 
kien, propose to establish native 
Bible-study classes in the more 
central places, and provide Bible- 
study classes for isolated work- 
ers, and hold annual conferences 
to help promote this form of 
aiding Chinese workers, and also 
help promote the circulation of 


devotional literature. The Y.. 


M. C. A. Secretaries have been 
asked to cooperate, as their work 
also includes these forms of 
Christian service. 


The North Fukien Tract So- 
ciety has also offered three 
prizes for the best essays in Chi- 
nese on ten subjects of vital in- 
terest to the people, the province 
and the empire as a whole. The 


purpose is to secure the best — 


Chinese thought on important 
subjects, and also to supply new 
and interesting tracts for the 
Society's use. 


Collaborators Items. 


Rev. L. Hodous. 


This year an industrial school 
was added to the schools of Foo- 
chow. This institution is situated 
near the Water Gate and _is 
housed in new airy frame build- 
ings with courts between them 
blooming with flowers. The boys’ 
spend part time in work and 
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part time in study. They learn 
to make shoes, do carpenter 
work, and make rattan furniture. 
‘The different departments are 
under the direction of competent 
men and the work turned out is 
of good quality. The school 
was established by Mr. Ling 
Ping Ciong, a prominent man 
among the gentry of Foochow. 
He obtained the funds by taking 
over the collection of the shop 
tax. This tax is usually farmed 
out to men who expect to be 
paid for their work and make 
money besides. Mr. Ling Ping 
Ciong put the proceeds into this 
institution which is a credit to 
Foochow. 


It has been said frequently 
that the Chinese will follow the 
example of the Japanese. This 
is now quite apparent in Foo- 
chow. This fall Mr. Henry N. La- 
ey is coming to Foochow to teach 
English in the Provincial Col- 
lege. Mr. J. P. Grant, B.S. Uni- 
versity of California, and M. A. 
ef the University of Colorado, is 
eoming out to teach in a govern- 
ment school established in Foo- 
ehow by the head of the depart- 
ment of Communications and 
Posts in Peking. 

The Commercial School has 
asked the International Commit- 
tee of the Y. M. C. A. to find a 
man for it. The Provincial Col- 
lege has asked the Committee to 
tind a young man who can teach 
French. All these requests have 
been sent to the International 

Committee of the Y. M. C. A. 
by Rev. W. L. Beard, the Y. M. 
v. A. Secretary of Foochow. 
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A Girls’ School. 

Organized by the Chinesr stu- 
deuts’ World’s Federation. 

This spring there was organ- 
ized in Foochow a new girls’ 
school. The local branch of Chi- 
nese World’s Students’ Federa- 
tion has been very active and 
wide awake aud a result of their 
efforts is this new school. A sum 
of $500 Mex. was contributed 
by Dr. Hii of Foochow City to 
establish the school. The run- 
ning expenses of the school are 
provided by the local members 
and their friends. Dr. Hii was 
educated in America and is in 
charge of a Woman’s hospital in 
Foochow City. The Commission- 
er of education for Fukien has 
shown his interest by contribu- 
ting $30. Last term the school 
had forty pupils. The monitor 
and one lady teacher who live at 
the school were educated by the 
Methodist mission of Foochow. 
There are besides three men 
teachers. This is a very lauda- 
ble enterprise and We wish our 
friends the highest success in 
this important work. 


Your attention is called to the 
special cover of this number of 
the “ Messenger”. The motto of 
the Shaowu Girls’ Boarding 


‘School—* Remember Jesus Grist 


appears in Chinese character as 
the girls themselves would write 
it for you. Beginning at the 
top read down. 

We feel like thanking the 
friends of the Castile Sanitar- 
um every day for the most 
attractive church home they 
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have given us at Uong Tai. It 
is not merely a church but con- 
tains the parsonage and a num- 
ber of school-rooms which are 
well furnished with up to date 
desks and tables for the day- 
school. The clean white walls 
With maps and charts and the 
school all graded with the latest 
books, are a good sample of 
what we want in all of the 
towns and villages in our Shao- 
wu district. 

The Women’s Bible class, too, 
has a light airy room in this 
building as well as the teacher of 
the day school. Of the few for- 
eigners who pass by every one 
says “what a bargain! Just in 


99? 


the right place ! 


The people at Tsiong Loh, “In- 
creasing Happiness” need one 
hundred dollars to help get their 
church home. This, too, will be 
a bargain. Who wants it ? 


You are cordially invited to 
attend the four Bible Confer- 
ences for women to be held at 
Uong Tai, long Keu, Tsuei Keu 
Tsai, and Na Keu respectively 
in September. The Apostles 
Creed furnishes the topics this 
time, for example 

“| believe in God” 

“What do you believe God 


has done for you and what does 


He still long to do for you ?” 
“Why has He done no more 
for the people of Long Keu? or 


‘Why have they received so little 


of what He has to give ?” 
“ How shall I live day by day 
that I may have no fear of the 


9”? 
jJudgeinent 


“ To whom does the Holv 
Ghost come and when ?” 

“The Communion of Saints.” 

“Am I getting and giving all 
God means me to from this 
phrase 

“Am I glad to have God for- 
give my sins as I forgive others 7” 

“ Aim I growing into the kind 
of person [ would like to be 
when resurrected 


We rejoice with our friends in 


Manchuria and Korea in their 


recent great spiritual blessings. 
We believe that God has in store 
for Fukien Province and all of 
China an equally rich experience. 
Will you unite with us in pray- 
er that it may come speedily ? 
Will you also unite with us in 
thanksgiving for the action of 
the Viceroy of Fukien and Che- 
kiang in abolishing all idol pro- 
cessions under severe penalty. 

_“ Rejoice evermore. 

Pray without ceasing. 

In every thing give thanks.” 


Frances K. Bement 
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FACTS YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT SHAOWU 


1906. . 


The Station has eight Missionaries 


Rev. J. E. Walker, D. D. 
Miss Josephine Walker: (On far 
Dr. and Mrs. E. L, Bliss. (Qn 
Rev. C. L. Storrs, Jr. : 

Lucy P. Bement. 
Miss Frances K. Bement. 
Miss Grace A. Funk. 


Sixty Preaching Places . | 
Three ordained native Pastors... 


Thirty Preachers. 
Five Colporteuts. 


Theological Seminary 


Closed during the absence of Dr. Walker. 


Boarding and Day Schools 
Boys’ Boarding School Enrollment:.....40. - 
Girls’ Boarding School’ Enrollment .., 101 


Day Schools 15 Enrollment..,...+.+-- 258 
‘Women’s Bible classes -. 


Medical Work. 


and for Men. 


Number of treatments for 1907 ... 50. 

_.,, hospital patients ...... 62 

Hospital and Dispensary for" women and 
Children. 

Patients treated 10700, 
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FACTS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW ABOUT SHAOWU, | 


That Shaowu is the most inaccessible of 
the American Board Stations in China. 

That the Prudential Committee recommend 
that Shaowu be reinforced and made a sepa- 
rate Mission. 


That Shaowu is a parish of over 1,000,000 - 


people and is at present most pitiably under- 
manned. 


That Shaowu Station needs your prayers. 
your moncy and You. 


lf you are a Pastor we need You. 

If you are a Doctor we need You. 
If you are a Kindergartner we need You. 
If you are a Music Teacher we need You. 
If you are a Bible Téacher we need You. 


During the year the Shaown Missionaries 
toured 5400 English miles in the interests of 
the Evangelistic, Medical and Educational 
work. <A large portion of this was done on 
foot, one missionary alone walking 700 miles. 

Besides the regular Annual and Semi-an- 
nual meetings of. the field five Bible confer- 
ences especially for women have been held 


this year in different parts of the field. 


Please keep this with your Bible and your 


daily prayer card and “Pray Ye the Lord of 
the Harvest.” 
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